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To establish the Franklin Club on a more conventional basis, a reorganization 
was made this last summer. Following his first full year in office, former Fresident 
R. V. Keys resigned effective last September lst. The five members listéd above were 
appointed Directors, with term of office to iast until formal bylaws are drawn up and 
ratified at the next general meeting which is tentatively planned for September 1954 


at Syracuse, N. Y. These five Directors, in turn, selected Miles S. Amick as Presi- 
dent. 


In view of the difficulty the "parent" antique auto clubs have in meeting set 
publishing schedules, we have set as our goal a minimum of 3 issues per year - and 
with no fixed datelines. Even intervals of four months is an objective - but not a 
promise! 


1954 DUES 


Starting with Issue #4, this magazine will no longer be sent to those who are 
delinquent in dues. During the first year, 1953, we have sent copies to all known 
owners of Franklin cars, in many cases without knowing if it is wanted or not. 
Henceforth, it will go only to current members. A 1954 Membership Form is enclosed. 
We need your support! Won't you join, and now? 


BRASS EMBIEMS! 
--- are ready now! One of the finest end most handsome of all car-club emblems is 
available to members of the Franklin Club. Not a casting, but a beautiful, precision 
engraving of the 1902 Franklin on an oval-shaped, ‘brass plaque, measuring 3" x . 
and bearing the inscription, "The H. H. Franklin Club - Formed Los Angeles 1951". 
The price is $4.35 Postpaid, and any member may return an emblem to the Club for a 
full refund if not pleased with it. The supply is limited. Members are urged to or- 
der now to avoid possible disappointment later. 


ANNUAL MEET - SEPTEMBER 1954 - SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 


The streets of Syracuse may be alive with Franklins again next September if 
plans Cliff Boram and Miles Amick are making are supported by the rest of us. First, 
before definitely going ahead with the meet, they want an expression from ail of us 
who would really like to attend and who believe we would be able to go when the time 
comes. Naturally, nobody will want to travel any great distance only to find a hand- 
ful of others there. Hence, Cliff and Miles will go ahead with these plans only if 
there are prospects for a really big gala occasion, with Franklins roaring in from 
all directions of the compass. If you think a big get-together would be fun, if you 
would like to see the old Franklin plant, to meet Mr. Franklin and some of nis old 
staff, and blow hot air with other Franklinites, then write either Cliff or Miles - 
and give them any ideas you have on how the meet should be arranged. The final date 
in September will be set just before or immediately after the famous Glidden Tour 
ow antique cars in Pennsylvania. 
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THE AIROMOBILE 


The Last of the Franklin Line_ 


The early months of 1936 were, to Ed Marks and myself, in our operation 
of The Doman-Marks Engine Company, hectic to say the least. We faced one fin- 
ancial crisis after another. The employees were always paid, but Ed Marks and 
Carl Doman lived primarily on faith. 


We had a good friend in Detroit - Ralph Skinner, President of Skinner 
Motors Corporation. Ralph had been developing a sleeve valve engine over a 
span of years, so well appreciated the growing pains incidental to nursing 
along a sickly infant company. One day in June of 1936, Ralph phoned and sug- 
gested that I take the train to Detroit, stating, "I will introduce you to 
someone with an idea; he has money and you have a factory". I thanked Ralph 
but told him that I didn't have the funds for a railroad ticket. Nevertheless, 
I said, "I will be there. I will drive up." Drive up I did to Detroit that 
night. 


The next day I went directly to Ralph Skinner's office, located next door 
to the Michigen Central Station. I was introduced to a personable gentleman, 
Paul Lewis from Denver. Mr. Lewis had a model of a small tear drop car. It 
was a little beauty. ke outlined very briefly his plans to develop a full 
size car with lines similar to his model. He also outlined his plans for pro- 
duction, financing, etc. He desired that the engine be a sleeve valve Skinner 
4-cylinder opposed, to be designed in Detroit, with the remainder of the car 
designed and built in cur Syracuse factory. 


Inasmuch as the Doman-Marks Engine Company was in a very rocky financial 
condition, I decided that the project should be handled by Doman & Marks, a 
registered New York State partnership. Mr. Lewis was agreectie to this. He 
gave me a $1,000 to close the deal, with an agreement to pay me $500 a month 
for engineering service. I happily and hurriedly returned to Syracuse to uis- 
cuss our good fortune with Ed Marks. Since we had had no income for several 
months, we decided to split the $500. monthly fee. (The grocers and store- 
keepers were also pleased. ) 


We next worked out an arrangement so the work would be done by Doman- 
Marks Engine Company for Doman & Marks and, in turn, for Lewis American Air- 
ways on a cost plus basis. And e very happy and satisfactory arrangement it 
turned out to be. 


Doman-Marks Engine Co. had one engineer (Francis Savage), no draftsmen, 
and only two or three machinists, so we immediately had a personnel problem. 
We were fortunate to hire an excellent engineer, Fred Henderson. I can say 
fortunate as. he was just the type of man we needed. He had no set ideas on 
anything, but possessed an open mind. The Airomobile needed forward thinkin, 
and Henderson's mind was way out front. 


Fortunately, working around Syracuse were several former Franxlin Auto- 
mobile draftsmen and engineers. We arranged for them to work after hours anu 
Saturcays. So, with these men and Henderson, plus a few more free lance 
draftsmen, the design of the Airomobile began to take shape in the middie of 
July in 1936. 


As we progressed, it appeared advisable to delay the development of the 
Skinner sleeve valve engine and concentrate on an overhead valve 4-cylinder 
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air-cooled type. So, after considerable design studies, the basic specifica- 
tions for the engine were determined. A bore of 3-7/16" and stroke of 3-3" 
were selected since.we estimated that this 129 cubic inch engine should develop 
50 h.p. at 3700 r.p.m. The engine actually developed 57 h.p. at 3700 r.p.m. 
Later the engine was increased in bore to 3-5/8" and the stroke to 3-5/8", 
giving 150 cubic inches and, of course, increased torque end power. This was 
the engine that was later placed in production by Doman and Marks Engine Co. 
‘and used by the White Motor Company in its "White Horse" delivery vehicle. 
Several thousand of these engines were manufactured when the White Motor Com- 
pany decided to build its own air-cooled engines using Doman & Marks' design on 
a royalty basis. 


A similar engine incorporating aluminum crankcase and cylinders was pleced 
in production and sold to Piper Aircraft, Taylorcraft Corporation, Aeronca Cor- 
poration, and others as a 50 h.p. aircraft engine. Later the bore was in- 
creased to 3-7/8", stroke remaining at 3-5/8". This 171 cubic inch engine 
made a name for itself as an unusually quiet, powerful and efficient power 
plant. 


Mr. Lewis and his associates followed the design very closely and insisted 
on front wheel drive, front wheel steering, but with only a third wheel in the 
rear. We objected strenuously to this arrangement. Nevertheless, since Mr. 
Lewis was the sponsor, we felt obligated, of course, to build the car the way 
he wanted it. 


We did make many design studies with the engine located in the rear, 
using four wheels, but we just couldn't sell Mr. Lewis. While Mr. Lewis felt 
that the streamline design would have been harmed with two rear wheels, I per- 
sonally felt that the appearance of the car would have been improved. I am no 
artist, but the sketches of the Airomobile with four wheels were certainly 
appealing to me. 


The design studies with the engine in the rear were carried out on paper 
only. These preceded the detail drawings of the cai and, of course, before the 
vehicle was built. To this day I still feel that the car would have been even 
more successful had the engine been installed in the rear. 


Francis Savage, our engineer, took on the responsibility of the engine. 
Andrew Dwyer, an excellent transmission engineer, was assigned the transmis- 
sion and gearing. Leo Gerst, former Chief Draftsman of the Franklin Automobile 
Company, carried on suspension studies, with as much time as he could spare 
from his regular job. Mr. Henderson concentrated on the body structure and 
over-all plans. 


Originally it was planned to sub-contract the body, but we could find no 
one who would agree to build such an unusual structure. So, reluctantly, we 
decided that we must build the body ourselves. Again Mr. Henderson's ingenuity 
was sO outstanding. He developed the design, the building procedures, and ul- 
timately supervised the actual construction. 


Early in the design, Ed Marks and I set up a rigid schedule for the de- 
sign, manufacture, and assembly of each component and, fortunately, we seemed 
to move according to this schedule. Every person working on the project be- 
came unusually enthusiastic. The Airomobile was to be a different and out- 
standing automobile. 
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At one time it appeared that the front suspension problems would stop the 
entire program. However, the Spicer people in Toledo came through by obtain- 
ing constant velocity universal joints from the Citroen Company of France and 
modifying them here in the United States. 


Mr. Henderson was moving along with the body on schedule until he was 
ready to shape the sheet metal to the tubular structure. Then he was forced 
‘to hire the most temperamental person that I believe ever lived, an Austrian 
who, while an expert power hammer man, had ulcers and took out his vengeance 
on his helpers. When the ulcers pained him, he wouldn't talk, but simply 
threw acid on the helpers when he wanted them to move. 


Regardless of the ulcer situation, the body and sheet metal were com- 
pleted on schedule. 


Since the upholstery was special, we decided to hire a trim expert. By 
expert, we mean someone who could operate a sewing machine -- and a good job 
he did. 


In the background, Doman & Marks had several loyal and capable personal- 
ities. Frank Chadwick, Specifications Engineer at the old Franklin Automobile 
Company, joined the organization as number one employee in 1933. Frank was a 
combination accountant, purchasing agent, specifications engineer, and, in 
fact, capable of doing every job well. 


Operating the factory was Harry Pettitt who for years was in charge of 
the engine Assembly department of the Franklin Automobile Company. Harry 
possessed that rare ability of accomplishing much with very few fine tools. 
Besides being a marvelous workman, he was and is yet one of my closest frienas. 


Then we had my cousin John Doman in the experimental shop. John had been 
building engines since he was a boy for his father when my father also manu- 
factured engines. 


I could name several capable boys who helped in this project: Ben Coun- 
tryman, Harry Pettitt's assistant at the Franklin Automobile Company; Carl 
Hudson, an electrical expert if one ever existec; Harry Smith, an all round 
body man; Cassius Bosco LaMoy, an expert engine mechanic; and several other 
capable boys. 


So you see the Airomobiie had the benefit of many experienced people -- 
all craftsmen, all gentlemen. 


Then we also had the backing of our friends in the parts business. 
These boys gave us their best in the design of their specialties: 


A TE 

Drew McKenna... .....0................... Cleveland Graphite bearings 

Carl Voorhies . veces: ee. Baton Hydraulic valve lifters 
wanes Foune .................... veces ee... BACON Valves 

Professor Nicolson .... _.. Monroe Equipment shock absorbers 


I could go on indefinitely it seems with the names of business friends 
who were behind us. These men appreciated that Ed Marks and I were backed 
into a tight corner. 
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Mr. Lewis had very definite ideas on painting and interior color combina- 
tions, but finally he settled on colors. We arranged with a friend who repre- 
sented one of the large automobile paint companies to come in and spray the 
body and sheet metal. This was done one Sunday. And I am proud to say the 
effect on all of us was beyond our fondest hopes. 


Everything seemed to be moving along marvelously well. Everyone was 
working at high pitch, including Ed Marks and myself, when suddenly I simply 
caved in -- I was exhausted. The doctor put me to bed and I was told to relax. 
Could I relax? No -- not with the phone ringing every few minutes with pro- 
blems on this or that. Then one Sunday the engine was assembled and Fran 
Savage estimated that he would have it operating on the dynamometer by noon. 
I did't hear from him -- I was concerned. Finally at three o'clock, when I was 
about to jump out of bed, he phoned me to say that the engine would not fire on 
more than two cylinders. Either bank of cylinders would fire, but not both 
banks. By phone we went over the calculations and eventually came to the con- 
clusion that the draftsmen in designing the camshaft negiected the fact that 
the engine had its cylinders opposed instead of in-line. Needless to say, the 
boys worked all that night on a redesign. Then the camshaft manufacturer in 
Muskegon did a miracle and shipped us another camshaft in less than a week. 


The camshaft was installed, the engine operated perfectly, and after very 
little running a dynamometer test was made. This little engine of only 129 
cubic inches and 6.5 compression ratio developed the surprising power of 57 
h.p. including the power to drive the cooling fan. 


A couple of months prior to the scheduled date for assembly of the com- 
plete car, we were most fortunate to have John Burns join us. Jonn had been 
with the Franklin Automobile Company from its infancy. He nad been responsible 
for many of Franklin's outstanding features, including vibration absorver in 
the clutch, the torsional vibration damper in the fan, spark plugs with solid 
copper gaskets, and many other advanced ideas. 


John was just the man needed to handie the assembly of an unusual car 
like the Airomobile. He just couldn't be stopped. Nothing stumped him and, 
besides, he knew automobiies so thoroughly that he could teli immediately if a 
design was basically sound. 


In a few days, Ed Marks phoned me and said, "Carl, the Airomobile is oper- 
ating -- it's a success -- it's wonderful -- we are coming out to give you a 
ride." Take me for a ride? If he had faith that I could ride, I woula try, 


I told my wife. Weak as I was, I managed to dress. I hadn't saaved for days 


-- no hair cut for weeks. So out to the car I walked and rode to Camillus and 
back -- 15 miles -- with Mr. Lewis, Ed Marks, John Burns and Fran vavage. I 
was a reborn person -- I would get well -- the Airomobile was a success. It 


cost Mr. Lewis approximately $25,000. (Today, with expensive engineering 
ideas, and less the tremendous urge for success, the car might have cost a 
half-million dollars.) It had saved Doman-Marks Engine Company. It nad paid 
Ed Marks's and my grocery bills. And most important, it proved to a group of 
individuals, the boys who designed and built the car, that they could handle 
any automotive job, as experience has proven. 


My initial ride of 15 miles to Camillus and back showed very few major 
problems. The car did not steer properly since the adjustments of caster and 
camber were simply made by guess. Road testing and proper adjustment corrected 
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this problem. The engine was slightly noisy due to excessive valve clearance. 
This was corrected by setting down the clearances. The car pitched consider- 
ably so it was necessary to get the shock absorber engineer in from Monroe 
Equipment and then this problem was eliminated. The remote control gear shift 
required considerable reworking. This was normal in view of the fact that the 
Airomobile was the first car to mount the transmission gear shifts on the side 
of the gear box. 


Many people, when seeing either the completed vehicle or a picture of it, 
were instantly concerned with the handling and roadability. Driving the car 
immediately gave the operator an unusual impression. However, two hours be- 
hind the wheel were sufficient to sell its outstanding roadability. Bad cor- 
ners could be taken at high speed with a complete feeling of safety. 


In late April 1937, Mr. Lewis felt that the car was so satisfactory thet 
he would officially take delivery and begin his promotional activities. In 
this work the car was driven over 45,000 miles. In all the driving of the Air- 
omobile, no trouble developed in the transmission-differential assembly. It 
averaged 43.6 miles per galion of fuel, passed almost every car on the road, 
and gained many, many friends. Unfortunately, it was never built in produc- 
tion. It had style, was easy riding, had a 120" wheelbase, and as a five pas- 
senger car weighed only 2200 pounds. 

There never was any intent to design a vehicle of the hot-rod or sensa- 
tional type. The Airomobile was beautiful, comfortable, and certainly not a 
freak in any sense of the word. It was designed with the idea of a minimum 
production of 100,000 units per year. Cost studies paralleled the design with 
the fundamental objective of $500 selling price for 1937. The final figures 
indicated that figure was practical and obtainable providing adequate capital 
was available for tooling, plant equipment, and quantity buying of material. 


While most of the employees of Doman & Marks were employed on the Airo- 
mobile project, the fundamental problem of the company still remained -- the 
procurement of adequate financing. Nevertheless, the progress being made on 
the Airomobile so impressed Mr. Norman Woolworth that he decided to buy out 
the principal stockholder of Doman-Marks Engine Company and properly finance 
the operation. Mr. Woolworth invested in December 1937. At last the company 
was financially sound, with only five stockholders -- Mr. Woolworth, Mr. Lewis 
E. Pierson, Jr., Ed Marks, and myself. Later the company was sold to Republic 
Aircraft Corporation who, in turn, sold it to the Tucker Corporation. 


Summing up, I can only say that the little car performed beyond our ex- 
pectations and that it is just too bad it couldn't have been manufactured. I 
hope Ed Marks doesn't recall any facts which might refute my story. I have 
written this Sunday afternoon, October 11, with Mrs. Doman remarking "I re- 
member it all". No doubt I have omitted the names of associates at Doman & 
Marks who contributed so much. I ask them to forgive me. 


(For the benefit of new members, Mr. Doman and the Mr. Marks referred to were 
the former Chief Research Engineer and Chief Engineer, respectively, of tie 
Franklin Automobile Company. - Ed.) 
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INTRODUCING OUR NEW PRESIDENT 


On September lst, The H. H. Franklin Club acquired a new President, Miles 
Streett Amick of Cumberland, Maryland. Miles is a bachelor, age 27. He was 
graduated in 1944 from Washington & Jefferson College where he majored in bus- 
iness administration, and later put in a year of post graduate work at the 
University of Maryland. He is employed as Assistant Secretary & Treasurer of 
the Allegany Building, Loan & Savings Co., and is a member of the Cumberland 
Jaycees, which group he serves as Treasurer. He helped organize the Miss 
Maryland Pageant, Inc., which sponsors the preliminary contests to the Miss 
America title in Maryland. He served on the 1951 Glidden Tour Committee, and 
is a member of the VMCCA, the AACA, and the HCC. Together with his dad, Arthur 
H. Amick (a Franklin fan before Miles was born, we should add), Miles has fuily 
restored a 1905 cross-engine job and is currently working on a recently ac- 
quired 1913 Torpedo Phaeton. Miles' first accomplishment since taking office 
has been to push the car-emblem plan thru to a very successful conclusion, and 
his next objective is to issue the much-talked-about, long-delayed Club Roster. 
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FRANKLIN CLUB MEET HELD AT 1953 ILLINOIS STATE FAIR 


L. K. Hakes drove his immaculate 1933 Olympic sedan from his home in Overland, 
Missouri, to the Illinois State Fair in Springfield last August and won an 
award presented by Clifford Boram. It was a beautifully polished walnut plaque 
on which was mounted a 1934 Airman Franklin insignia and a copper plate bearing 
the inscription "The H. H. Franklin Club Award for the Best Franklin Car at the 
1953 Illinois State Fair Meet". At a general banquet that evening at the Elks 
Club, Hakes writes "I was further surprised by being presented with a second 
prize - a fine Walker Traveling Alarm Clock in a leather case. When I went to 
the Fair, I didn't expect to be in the running eat all." 


Cliff made out pretty well, too, when his 1922 Series 9 sedan won third in the 
vintage class - a white ribbon and a very nice butane cigarette lighter. 

Cliff says, "I had a fine trip in the car - drove 400 miles in 24 hours, with 
one flat tire and running out of gas as the only troubles. Thnxt was some funt’ 
Ed Landmichl in Chicago was ill and couldn't go, but he and a good many others 
plan to be present for this event next year. 


* * * 


NEW CROSLEY? 


We may be letting the cat out of someone's bag with this, but nobody said not 
to, so here goes! Late this summer we received a letter from a Mr. Perth K. 
Killinger, representing the Aerojet-General Corporation, which is a subsidiary 
of the General Tire & Rubber Co. Mr. Killinger said he does not own a Frankii: 
car, but that he is interested in the Clubd bulletin. His letter enclosed a 
check drawn on the Corporation and with a notation on it reading "Club dues iu 
order to obtain publication on Air-Cooled Engines”. 


The point is that Aerojet General is the firm which bought (or leased) the olu 
Crosley factory in Cincinnati. Now, for all we know, this plant may be roarin 
along full tilt right now stamping out valve stems for inner-tubes, or some- 
thing. And then again, perhaps the only roaring is from some experimental lab 
- from some new air-cooled engines, for example. At least, if the plant is 


gel eee Ot ae a 2a - cola Dn ie deal Sees Pe o> Se ae: oa ee rs: ine ioe ¢ he ee ae , 
oe tee ech ae . a 5 | ct aaa = ic Be eae ih a) 2 a onl ; Pi 
z 1 : bi yay oh. Re eo en Poke ‘ () an | a} Lhe he an ; 7 rot a ray ay te ct a 
ee. 2 Se ee es _— ‘ es aa i =o i tees he a le : ; 
jeg. HE os Ree eee a = Bi = 2) se eee = . » Saves cee wee cos eee Wee oye m iaae } t 
3 , Se, “ota see” bs ak <2 ee ay Piehye +. ie es ae ti ee . ‘or te 
2 gee RES eee i ee ee ane, ee er a Pat ee ao ome ae 
= , “% ‘ 
; ic 
° 
‘ 
. 
a 
, 0 
a. | 
, 
oe 
i, 
“igh 
ee <? 
5 
‘ 
io 
H 
. 
* 
e ™ 
aan, 
re ° 
> 
ae 
ee | 
. Se 
> 
. P< 
ee 
| 
coll 
ee 
: ‘ : - “ : a. wae 
Se caail Sores | me: : fa a ee bs, a ee AR ee ra 0) i ae atl oo 2 ae 2 , " in, ht aie 
oes as | a. = re) oe —* etre | ee eee. a) Ee rer 2 SS ee 5.6 aa pcs ae 
a ees a Sees. > Oar . Ae Bea SM 7 oh 8 3 1) ee [oi a ME a) ee m Wee « uae. 


=o. 


ier es 


busy grinding out valve stems, it is not likely they would be interested in a 
magazine about sir-cooled cars, or would it? 


Hee HH * 


Cari Doman Issues a Challenge (take note, Frank Cross) 


"I agree with Mr. Cross that the 12-cylinder car was a beauty to look at, 
but I don't agree one bit that the engine was 'sorry'. Today I still believe 
it was outstanding. Possible the Cross troubles stemmed from lack of exper- 
ience in servicing the engine. It was a little complicated ---. 


"I would gladly debate the merits of the 12-cylinder Franklin engine at 
any time. Ed Marks and I worked too hard to develop it. I still say, as en- 
gineered, it was as near 'bug-free' as we could design it." 

Carl Doman, Oct. 11, 1953 
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_And Arthur Amick Has a Word for Cliff Boram 


"We received the latest copy just yesterday and truly think that it is a 
most excellent product. If it continues along the, same lines we would end up 
with a right complete history of Franklin. My own knowledge becomes quite 
hazy after about 1928, so I found the articles about the "8" and the last gasp 
period very interesting. Clifford Boram's exhaustive treatment of the Series 
9 was also very good reading and evidently took considerable work and time to 
prepare. It was particularly interesting to me because I know that Mr. Boran 
considers the "9" as about Franklin's best, while I remember it as about as 4 
close to a turkey as they ever put out; after driving such cars as the Model D 
and the Series 4, the Series 9 seemed a pathetic shadow and also we thought 
they had ruined the lines of a fine car; with the softening down of all lines, 
the grand old Renault hood, full of character, had become a glimpse of the 
marshmallows to come. Yet here is a man who makes a masterly case for the 
car ---." 
Arthur Amick, June 3, 1953 


*&et&& 


FRANKLIN LITERATURE 


By far the largest collection of Franklin literature of which we know belongs 

to The Detroit Public Library. While this material cannot be borrowed, the 

Library will supply photostats and will quote prices for specific items. The 

collection includes instruction manuals for most models from 1913 on, and 

sales catalogs for most years from 1904 on. Be sure to give your SPECIFIC 

NEEDS, including YEAR, and address inquiries to Mr. Robert E. Runser, Cuief, 

Technology Dept., The Detroit Public Library, 5201 Woodward Ave., Detroit i2, { 
Michigan. 
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The VMCCA, the AACA, & the HCC 


Members of the Franklin Club who do not belong also to at least one of the 
three major antique automobile clubs, the Veteran Motor Car Club of America, 
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the Antique Automobile Club of America, or the Horseless Carriage Club, are 
missing the finest old-car automobile magazines and the good fellowship of the 
old-car fraternity in general. Any member who would like to join one of these 


clubs and who is not sure how to do so, is urged to write the HHFC for infor- 
mation. 
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FRENCHMAN OR AMERICAN? 


Frequently members write us to see if their Series 9 is pre- or post-1920, or 
if their Model "G" roadster is a 1907 or an '08, and so on. But the predica- 
ment Ed Pranger of Yakima, Washington, is in with his 1897 air-cooled French 
Voiturette is unique. Ed writes: "Until recently it appeared to be a French 
make of 1897. We now have received some evidence from a Bob Maurer of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, which indicates that it might possibly be an American make 
of 1900 which was almost an exact copy of the French car. This copy was made 
by the Western Wheel Works which was a subsidiary of the American Bicycle Com- 
pany. This company, I understand, was owned by Mr. Jeffery (Thomas B. Jeffery 
Co.), later purchased by Nash. According to some correspondence I have hed 
with Mrs. Ruth Frankiin, Curator of The Thompson Froducts Museum, Mr. Jeffery 
imported some of these French cars for experimental purposes. The Thompson 
Museum has one of each and she says they are almost identical. The American 
make was called the 'Crescent Trimoto'. I will let you know what it is when I 
find out." 

Ed Pranger, Sept. 18, 1953 
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"LOVE ME, LOVE MY OLD CAR, TOC" 


Hartford, Conn., Sept. 9 (AP) - Mrs. Joseph Sosinski of Hartford figured out 
an unusual gift for her husband. While he was away on a trip, she had his 


automobile painted and, with her own hands, reupholstered its interior. sosin- 


ski was more than happy. His car is a 1926 air-cooled Franklin, and he 
wouldn't part with it for anything. While he's been driving it, Mrs. Sosinsxi 
has used up seven new cars. (Gaylord Hoyt sent us this clipping from L. A.) 


*2ete et & 


Some of us might do well to get our old Franklin now, before Dan Williams cor- 
ners the market. Last summer we had an interesting letter from Dan C. Wil- 
liams, P. 0. Box 2220, Dallas 1, Texas, about joining the Club and teliing of 
his recently acquired 1910 Model D Touring. Then, 2 weeks later, Joseph Van- 
derveer wrote: from Kingston, New York, telling us to cancel his ad on a 19C4 


cross-engine roadster because he had just sold it to DanC. Williams. Finaliy, 


a week or so ago, we had another letter from Dan enclosing an order for car 
emblems - three of them. 
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The Winner's Circle 


At the recent Devon meet, two Franklins were among the winners. A 1905 owned 
by Stanley Wilkinson, Philadelphia, took lst place in Class #12, andi became 
the first senior in that class since the formation of the joint AACA-VMCCA 
classification. Nelson Reynolds' Franklin placed second in Class lo. 
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ANTIQUE CAR BOOK by POPULAR MECHANICS PRESS 


George Uskali, Assistant Editor of the Popular Mechanics Press, has been busy 
most of this year preparing a new Antique Car Boox which should be released 
in a month or so. The book will deal with the restoration of antique and 
classic cars, and if our guess is right, it will be the most outstanding book 
of its type so far. Franklin cars, both antiques and classics, will be des- 
cribed, and the Club may receive some notice as well. Judging by the enthus- 
iasm that Mr. Uskali has shown, it will be a book well worth having. 


We might mention also that Motor Trend magazine is expected to carry an 
article on Franklin sometime soon. We think this will be a good one, too, 
though that is a surprising statement to make in view of their Mr. Gottlieb's 
strange - even arrogant - attitude ("old Chevys, Franklins, and Reos"). Mr. 
Gottlieb is positively obsessed with "the definition of a classic", and, 
although this is a subject on which no two will agree, he assumes the right to 
tell us all just what is and what isn't. We suspect his criterion is the or- 
iginal price tag (which reminds us of the time, a few years ago in New York, 
when we had the cheek to examine a new Rolls and note that some of the chrome 
trim on it was downright sloppy, although there was nothing sloppy about a 
little item perched on the car's hood - a $22,500. price tag in gleaming 
chrome figures and forming an "accessory" which, had by any miracle this car 
become ours, we would have fastened securely where it was, as, otherwise, the 
price would never have been believed by desert-rats out here who are given to 
measuring value in terms of the latest Cadillac.) (Ever read the letter from 
Australia about the Jibering Dowagers?) But to get back to the case at hand, 
Mr. Gottlieb, in his latest effort, reviews for us an experimental 1933 Peer- 
less, a car which had some very remarkable features, including an aluminum- 
block V-16 engine, a forged aluminum front axle, and an eluminum frame that 
weighed only 4e pounds. The trouble is that details like this are apt to be « 
caked with greasy muck, and so Mr. Gottlieb just skips them entirely and tells 
us only that. the car had doors which opened a bit higher into the roof line 
than was then customary, and that it cost $35,000. to build, a figure which 
means nothing to start with and is meaningless to end with. (And that's end- 
ing with a preposition, we know.) ’ 
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--- When I bought this car (a 1907 "G" Rdstr.), I knew it wasn't a 1904, al- 
though it was registered for that year in 1951. However, the owner was posi- 
tive it was, and to avoid any argument that would kill the deai, I let it go 
as was, until I had it, then established its authenticity. I am not inter- 
ested in misrepresentation in any way of any antique. Whatever year it is, 
it's authentic for that year. 


I am well pleased with the News, --- (but ) it seems to lack the element 
of club news, news of members, etc. I agree with you that the absence of pic- ' 
tures is all too noticeable. Regarding a picture of my car, I plan on a full 
page later, half "before" and half "after" restoration. 


S. M. DeBolt, 732 Balzar Circle, Reno, Nevada 


(We hope this new section plus our ability to use more pictures will answer 
this criticism. ) 
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You undoubtedly receive many suggestions for the improvement of this excellent 
publication. One that occurred to me is a tabulation of complete Franklin 
specifications showing such information as the years manufactured, model nun- 
ber, bore and stroke, body types and list price ---. In addition, if such a 
page were to be set up, it would undoubtedly be interesting to show a number 
of small illustrations of the various models on it. 


J. H. Fisher, Hotel Pierre, New York City 
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In the early twenties I was on the faculty at the University of Maine, which 
was a real stamping ground for Frankiins, and while I have always admired 
them, I never owned one until --- I purchased a 1932 Club Sedan from Frank 
Gardner (this car was shown on the back cover of Issue #2) in Massachusetts. 
It has only 40,000 miles and is in truly beautiful, near-new condition. I be- 
lieve it to be one of the finest unrestored - and it most certainly doesn't 
need that - Franklins in the Country. I drove it thru from Massachusetts for 
ten days of the worst weather I have ever encountered. The 3200 miles were 
made without incident, and the consumption of only four quarts of Mobiloil "A". 
If the oil pan bolts had not been a trifle loose, the consumption would have 
been less. --- I have owned many fine old cars, my first one being a 1914 
Stutz roadster, but I never had the sense or the opportunity to hang on to any 
real automobiles. However, my Franklin will surely be babied from now on. 


Charles M. Daniel, 20951 E. Lolita St., Orange, Calif. 
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--- At present we only have one Franklin car, a 1904 cross-engine rear en- 
trance touring. We recently sold our 1910 48 H.P. Touring to Mr. Anthony J. 
Kovelseki of 315 Adams Ave., Scranton, Pa. This was the prototype of the 
shovel-nosed car, being altered in France and later copied by Franklin for the 
1911 cars. 


However, we do have a number of other air-cooled machines, some of whicn 
are: 1906 Adams-Farwell, 5 cyl. 50 H.P.; 1912 Chase Truck, 3 cyl.; 1906 Suc- 
cuss Buggy, 1 cyl.; 1907 International 2 cyl. auto wagon & a 1910 model panel 
truck; 1904 Knox Surrey, 2 cyl.; 1908 Reading Standard Motor Cycle; 1922 Chev- 
rolet coupe, 4 cyl. (yes, this is one of the copper-cooled Chevs ). 


I would be glad to contribute an article for the "Air-Cooled News" and 
Suggest this last car as a subject. 


Henry A. Clark, Jr., Long Island Automotive Museum, Southampton, L. I., N. Y. 
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It was nzice to read about the new HHFC in the Spring copy of the HCC Gazette. 
--- Plea.,se enter my name as a member. I am an ex-Franklin Dealer enjoying an 
exceedimely successful period while with the Franklin Co. from 1917 to 1928. 
--- My wife and I still drive a 1919 Series 9 Franklin Sedan alternately with 
our new 1953 Packard. It is ready to go any time we want it. 


Franklin C. Ritt, 53 Sheridan Road, Kenosha, Wis. 
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Naturally, I am very fond of the Franklin (Series 10-B). It is a good car to 
take the family to meets. Last spring I took my wife and two children to the 
Spring meet of the AACA at Pottstown, Pa., and in the fall we all went to the 
annual meet at Devon, Pa. Of course, the Franklin being a sedan and judges 
being what they are, it never wins any prizes. But there sure are a lot of 
people who come up to admire it and say, "Now there was a dependable old car!" 


Willard J. Prentice, 1727 E. 35th, Baltimore 18, Md. 
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--- I don't know whether I am the most enthusiastic Franklin man in the U. S. 
or not. I surely must be among the tops. I have never owned any other car 
but Franklins, and I'll be 52 in August. I drive a Franklin to my jewelry 
store each day for work. I drive a Franklin for vacation trips, unless I have 
to use my mother-in-law's car when she goes. I would rather drive my Franklins 
than any other car. --- have 9 Franklins (1916 5 pass. Calif. top, 1917 V- 
windshield sedan, 1920 roadster, 1924 coupe, 2- 1929 sedans, 1930 sedan, 1930 
4-pass Dietrich Custom 147 Speedster Conv., and 1934 7-pass sedan). --- There 
was another car made in Galesburg. It was the "Illinois", and they were made 
in "air-cooled" or "wet-nose" models, whichever you wanted. Their factory 
burned down and not many of either kind were made. [I could obtain information 
and at least 1 picture of the Illinois. I think it should be done soon or the 
information may be lost forever. --- I am no engineer; however, I still think 
Franklin principles could be used to make a car superior to anything built to- 
day, at least in the U. S. 


Athol Odell, Galesburg, Illinois 
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--- I have had quite a few Franklin cars - 1908 4 cyl., 1912 4 cyl. Model G; 
1929 130 & 135 cars, 12 cyl. sedan, and now the Holmes. The Holmes was made 
in Canton, Ohio, from about 1919-23. He was an engineer long with Franklin. 
--- His car was a larger car, with 2 intake valves, magneto ignition, Owen 
Dyneto starter. The motor reminded one of the Franklin, but it was baffled so 
that it could be run indefinitely with bonnet raised. --- I use 35 x 5 tires 
on mine - a 7 pass. limousine-sedan. My Holmes has the hand operated shutters; 
the earlier ones had none, just big louvres in front.--- 


A. K. Miller, West Topsham, Vermont 
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"FRANKLIN IN ENGLAND - from THE MOTOR" 


--- Your guess is right and my car is actually the one referred to by "King- 
Pin" in the "Motor" (see Issue #2 - Ed.). It was B. H. Tubbs' article, who is 
a good friend of mine and who writes under the non de plume of "King-Pin" in 
the "Motor", which put me on the scent. I have never seen or heard of another 
in use over here. --- When I bought the car (a 1928 model) in 1948 cylinder 
No. 3 was cracked round the plug hole, and I had it welded and rebored. Since 
then the car has done a total otf 100,000 miles approx. virtually trouble free. 
I took the engine down about 2 years ago and, apart from cleaning everything 
up and fitting new exhaust valves and springs, there was really nothing to do. 
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As previously mentioned, I know quite a number of the boys on the motoring 
magazines here such as "Motor", "Autocar", "Motor Sport", etc. The "Air-Cooled 


News", copy #2, is in great demand and I have been asked whether excerpts could 
be made. 


C. D. Soltz, 1 Lincoln Street, Chelsea, London. S.W.3., England 
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--- We belong to the AACA, the VMCCA, and the HCC. I have bought a new Dyna 
Panhard from Panhard & Levassoi in Paris, France. This has an air-cooled op- 
posed 2 motor which is very unusual and a honey. It has roller bearing con- 
necting rods and main bearings, pulls with the front wheels, and is the only 
car in the world with torsion bar valve springs. Also, I have almost concluded 
the buying of a 1908 2-cylinder air-cooled Zimmerman. This car was made at Au- 
burn, Indiana, and has high buggy wheels. --- 


Victor E. Huguenin, 706 Fairview Ave., Galion, Onio 
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--- We belong to the AACA, but recently have joined the Classic Car Club of 
America - mostly because of our “Frankie” (Series 14, 7 pass.). Within the 


AACA we fall with the class (Classic cars of the 20s & 30s) with the sport jobs. 


Many of the latter are beautiful, rakish affairs with flashy paint jobs and 
quantities of chrome, and take the eye of judges and public alixe. (I'll admit 
that we, too, give them more than a glance!). In the Classic Car Club, the 
sports racing cars are judged separately from the custom and production cars. 
--- "Frankie" recently came from the paint shop resplendent in his new black- 
cherry overcoat. We hope to find gleams in the judges' eyes to match the gleam 
on "Frankie"!--- 


Mrs. Frederick J. Whalen, 1809 DeKalb St., Norristown, Fenn. 
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--- I'm an old Franklin Service man starting in 1904 and all through the years. 
I was a dealer the last thriteen years of the Franklin days. I'm now restoring 
a 1912 Model G Touring car. I expect to use this car as my prize winner next 
summer in the Antique Club meets. I might mention I had a nice little visit 
with our old friend H. H. at Syracuse last August. 


Earl Buchman, Garrettsville, Ohio 
(Note: Mr. Buchman did win a prize, too! - His '12 won 2'nd in its class at 
Greenfield Village this year, at the climax of the Glidden Tour.) 
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Mr. Everett Miller has informed me that you have or are forming a club for 
Franklin owners. I would be very interested in joining such a group. --- I 
have a 1926 Franklin coupe in excellent condition. --- I have always had con- 
siderable interest in Franklins and my desire is to own one of the slope-nose 
models. However, when I found the '26 modei in such good condition I couldn't 
pass it up. I would appreciate any assistance you can offer in obtaining an 
owner's manual for 1926.--- 


William Quinn, Publisher, HOP UP Magazine, 530 W. Colorado, Glendale, Calif. 
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--- I find issue No. 2 extremely interesting and certainly want to maintain a 
complete file. Further than that, I agree fully with every kind word of Mr. P. 
S. deBeaumont, page 36 of the BULB HORN, April 1953. I sincerely hope that 
this and similar notices will attract a number of supporters. --- 


J. L. Elbert, 225 S. Washington, Clinton, Missouri 
(and our thanks, too, to Mr. deBeaumont, for a very encouraging review) 
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--- I have a 1916 Franklin Roadster ---. In addition to my other duties with 
the H.C.C., I undertake to edit the Acetylene Alley. Would you have any res- 
toration or maintainence information peculiar to Franklin cars that you would 
care to have me pass along to the Gazette readers?--- 


Herb Prentice, The Horseless Carriage Club, 215 North Larchmont Blvd., 
Los Angeles 4, California 
(We do have two items of interest: Miller & Van Winkle, Inc., Sherman and 
Crosby Avenues, Faterson 2, N. J., will make Franklin valve springs to order; 
and Fred Theise Mfg. .Co., 174 Commercial St., Boston 13, Mass. will make wicker 
side baskets to specifications. ) 


x * eX 

--- we have in our collection a 1912 Franklin Roadster formerly owned by Oliver 
Wright, the pioneer pilot, but unfortunately the motor was sold in a scrap 
drive in 1917. I have also a 1910 which is in very rugged shape, and the 
clutch and pedal assembly are missing. I have the instruction book for her.--- 


Joseph H. Gest, 386 Murray St., Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
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Tucson, Arizona, Nov. 5, 1953: Brooks Quinsler arrived at his home, 3840 Calle 
Guaymas, today - just 8 days after leaving Boston in his 1919 Series 9 Touring. 
Despite bad weather, the trip was uneventful, trouble-free, and would have been 
almost dull had it not been for the enthusiasm a.id interest of people along the 
way. On his return, Brooks was fully sold on the merit of Franklin "non-jar- 
ring" construction, claiming that the car is among the most comfortable he has 
ever driven regardless of age. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 


WANTED: The date-line for HCC Tours in Arizona is 1920. Two liocal members of 
the HCC are ready to buy a pre-1920 Franklin tour-car if the price is right. 
Write T. H. Hubbard, 1405 E. Kleindale Rd., Tucson, Ariz. 


FOR SALE: Following parts for cross-engine Franklin (1902-06): 4& wheels & 
hubs & hub caps, rear axle, sprocket, front axle, 4 springs, and steering gear. 
Charles L. Copeland, 58 Hillside Rd., Milton, Mass. 


WANTED: Lion Hood Ornament & Nameplate for Model 10-C (1925). Also window 
raising mechanism for same. R. S. Evenson, 10C6 Retta Court, Joliet, Ill. 
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MODELS G, D, and H, for 1907 


(see picture) 


For a number of years, Types G, D, and H, represented the small, medium, and 
large size cars in the Franklin line. Runabouts and Touring cars were offered 
on all three. Landaulets & Limousines were reserved for the D & H Models, 
though some taxicabs with a landaulet-type body were built for the G chassis. 

In 1907 prices ranged from $1800. on a G Runabout to $5200. for an H Limousine, 
while Touring car prices were $1850, $2800, and $4000, for the G, D, and 7-pass. 
H Models, respectively. In that same order, wheelbases were 90", 105", and 
120"; wheels - 30", 34", and 36"; engines - 4 cyl. 34 x 34, 4 cyl. 4 x 4; 6 cyl. 
4 x 4; horsepower - 12, 20, and 30; weight - 1450, 1900, and 2400 lbs; approx. 
max. speed - 35, 45, and 50 mph (60 for the H Runabout). All three models had 
aluminum bodies with divided front seats; 3-speed transmissions; and Royal Blue 
as standard color, though other colors could be had on order. The G had only a 
suction fly-wheel fan, while the D & H Models had a gear-driven fan in front as 
well. 


Excerpts from the 1907 catalog: 


Experience keeps a dear school; and a wise man lets others pay for his 
tuition. 


The shock-absorbing Franklin construction is.due both to the sills and the 
springs. It is not an extra attachment - put on after the car is built, to 
offset radical defects in construction - but an essential part of the Franklin. 


Steel sills are stiff and transmit shocks and vibrations. Strike a steel 
sill and it vibrates from end to end. Wood-sills are shock-absorbing. Strike 
a wood sill at one end; you can't feel the biow at the other; Franklin sills 
are wood. Besides being non-jarring they are lighter and stronger. 


Every Franklin car has four full elliptic springs. There are no reaches, 
“torque-rods" or "strut-rods", to make it rigid and transmit shocks. These 
Franklin springs yield to every form of road-shock from every direction - up 
and down, side-ways, and end-ways, and "twisty-ways" - a perfect elasticity of 
movement which cannot be obtained by half-springs. 


Most important of all, Franklin construction prevents the racking, jolt- 
ing and pounding of passengers, which take the pleasure out of motoring. 


Exclusively the highest-grade and most thoroughly tested materials and 
construction are employed in every part of Franklin cars. The best quality 
nickel-steel forgings are used in larger propertions than in any other motor- 
cars. Aluminum, phosphor-bronze, seasoned ash, and similar materials, which 
are expensive but specially suited for their particular uses, and combining 
strength with light weight to an unusual degree, are used wherever desirable 
regardless of expense. 


Franklin light-weight, non-jarring construction is particularly adapted 
to these luxurious town-carriages. There is no other car that makes riding 
over cobbles, ruts, and car tracks, so comfortable. --- Our Type D town-car- 
riages are the very latest design. --- The cars are fitted with electric 
lights, speaking tubes, card-case, pockets, and ail the modern town-carriage 
requisites. Type H represents the utmost extreme of town-carriage luxury and 
power. 


There are a few cars of very much higher price and higher-rated horse- 
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power which can make a little better time on the smoothest possible roads; but 
they cannot, without injury to the car or with comfort and safety to the pas- 
sengers, use nearly so much power on average, uneven, or rough roads as this 
car (Type H Touring) uses regularly on such roads because of its non-jarring 
construction. It is this car, converted into a runabout, but with a load 
bringing it up to 3150 pounds, which made the astonishing record of 15 days, 

2 hours, 12 minutes --- from San Francisco to New York. 


“inte ** 


All our experience and energy have always been in one direction; toward 
perfecting one type of car. We have not spent any time, money, or effort, on 
anything less than four-cylinder air-cooled Franklins. 


The Franklin plant is probably the finest and most thoroughly equipped 
factory in the world. We have our own physical and chemical laboratories for 3 
testing the quality of materials, the finest modern tools, and the highest ‘ s 
standard of shop-practice. 


We were the first American builders of both four- and six-cylinder cars. B 
The first builders of a successful air-cooled car. And Franklins to-day are =. 
the highest development of the multi-cylinder and of the air-cooling principle. § 


Franklin also holds the First Prize and world's record for efficiency; 
won in the Automobile Club of America's great efficiency test, which was the 
most important and decisive contest in automobiling history. 


Among 65 cars - including many of the best and best-known makes built in 
Europe or America - a Franklin won the first prize $500. punch bowl by going 
farther on two gallons of gasoline than any other motor-car ever went in the 
world. All the six Franklin cars of different types in this contest made a 
75 per cent higher average mileage than that of ell the other cars. 


HOW MUCH IS TEN YEARS? 
(see picture) 


Of the three cars and the Airomobile body shell pictured on another page, the ss 
following is a description of two, the 1909 Model G Runabout and the 1918 Cab- + 
riolet. Except to say that it had the short 119" wheelbase and cost $2850, 
the Airman of -1928 will be left for a later issue, while the Airomobile is des- Pe 
cribed in an article by Carl Doman on page 2. st 


1909 Model G (the smallest) Runabout: Price $1600. plus top. Described 
as "the only high-grade but light professional runabout in the market", its 
specifications were: wheelbase 913"; 36" full-elliptic springs; 32" wheels; 
18 HP four cylinder engine with 3 3/8"bore & 4" stroke; gear-driven fan in 
front, fly-wheel suction fan at rear; Bosch high-tension magneto ignition; oh 
three speed transmission with sliding, ball bearing action; concentric intake i 
& exhaust valves; standard color was red & black; total weight was 1650 los; 
13 gal. gas tank with 13 gal. auxiliary tank. 


1918 Cabriolet (Series 9-B): This car had a bucket seat for the driver S 
with an offset (abt. 10" to the rear) seat for two alongside. In addition = 
there was an auxiliary seat which folded out from under the dash and faced the a 
rear. The top was built under an English patent known as "Pliable Construc- ¥ 
tion", and folded completely with little overhang. The door, side-quarter, 
and rear windows all dropped into the body casing, giving it a roadster appear- 
ance with the top down, and closed car comfort with the top & windows up. Ub- 
holstery was dark green, hand-buffed, pevbdle-grain leather, applied in English 
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straight plaits. The top was covered with a bright finished black leather, 
and was lined with green Edredon cloth. Specifications: weight, 2585 lbs; ¢ 
6 cyl. engine, 3 2" bore & 4" stroke giving 25.3 "Franklin" horsepower; 7 
crank-shaft bearings; tires 33 x 43; wheelbase 115"; gas tank 134 gal. total 
for main & reserve; 12 volt lighting & starting system. Price was $2850. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


WANTED: Gasoline gage & spare tire rack for 1928 Airman 7 pass. sedan. 
S. Reed, 15511 Earlham, Pacific Palisades, Calif. 


FOR SALE: 1929 Model 130 sedan, excellent mechanically, new top, new paint, a 
2 new tires, radio. $300. Also 1928 Victoria, excellent mechanically, 4 
nearly new tires, but paint, top, upholstery poor. $125. Theodore J. Berke- agit 
feld, 326 Orchid Ave., Corona Del Mar, Calif. ie 


FOR SALE: 1933 Olympic, in good roadworth order. Can be driven anywhere. 
$250. Frank H. Beck, R.R. #2, Marengo, Illinois. 


FOR SALE: 1925 Series 10-C sedan. Upholstery poor, but otherwise a good, 
solid, well kept car. Engine recently overhauled. 2 new tires. $150. 
Howard Diercks, 421 S. River Drive, Algonquin, Illinois. 


PARTS - for a number of Franklin models. Sam-Adelman, 635 S. Columbus Ave., 
Mount Vernon, N. Y. 


WANTED: For 1931 Coupe, garnish moulding for rear window, set of dual out- 
side horns from a '32 model, and set of metal tire covers for side mounts size 
6:50 x 19. Anyone got a '31 or '32 Airman parts car? T. H. Hubbard, 1405 E. 
Kleindale Rd., Tucson, Arizona. 


FOR SALE: Barrel Hood Model "G" runabout, about 1908, in good unrestored con- 
dition. Price $750. H. A. Croco, 910 S. Jackson, Casper, Wyo. 


WANTED: Manual for 1907 "G" runabout, to buy or rent for photostating. Also 
need dimensions of the barrel hood for the "G" runabouts. Mine was one of 
those Franklins that got "modernized" by being converted to the Renault hood 
in i9ll. S.M. DeBolt, 732 Balzar Circle, Reno, Nevada. 


WANTED: Outside trunk for 1929 Airman Speedster sport sedan. Have fittings & 
leather straps. Need trunk or dimensions. J. Ritter, 2712 Manse Ave., Lin- 
coln, Nebraska. 


Po. Seer s 
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FOR SALE: 1932 Airman 5 pass. Brougham, trunk, six wood wheels, 74,000 miles, 
good condition. Price $350. L. Lanterman, 4420 Encinas Dr., La Canada, Calif. 


FOR SALE: 1931 Dietrich Town Car in fine original condition. $575. Paul R. 
Driscoll, Box 1796, Yukon, Florida. (This is a beautiful car - Ed.) 


FOR SALE: 1928 sedan, very clean, good mechanically & good rubber. $200. 
L. K. Hakes, 9729 McDowell Place, Overland 14, Mo. 


WANTED: Lead on a Franklin Twelve or any custom-built sedan or sport model of 
the classic era. T. H. Hubbard, 1405 E. Kleindale Rd., Tucson, Arizona. 


FOR SALE: 1933 Olympic sedan, A-1 Cond., thoroughly overhauled, body, etc., 
in fine condition. $450. 0. F. Springer, Jr., 339 Bay St., Springfield, Mass. 
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DREAM WORLD OF 1932 


Someone was dreaming in Syracuse back in 1932. It may have been old H. H. 
himself, or possibly his V. P. in charge of sales, or perhaps his whole Board 
of Directors. Someone was, that's certain. But then, let's not be too criti- 
cal, because a lot of others were dreaming, too. Packard, Cadillac, Marmon, 
Lincoln, Peerless, Auburn, Pierce Arrow, Stutz, - all were way, way up in the 


. stratosphere with visions of new V-12's, DV-32's, and V-16's for the masses. 


Maybe they were in a state of shock. Perhaps that's the explanation, because 
1930 had been a terrible year, and then 1931 came along and was even worse. 

At the start of 1932 Franklin, for example, was just 4s million dollars poorer 
than at the end of 1929. But Franklin worry? Not on your tin type, no siree! 
In fact, just the time to pour out a few millions on tools for a new V-l2 plus 
dies for a sweeping new design by Le Baron. Yes sir, that's the spirit! Al- 
ways look at the bright side of things. Cook up something big and spectacular 
and help Mr. Vanderplush keep his mind off his troubles, whatever they might 
be. 


But down State a bit, in Gotham, Mr. Vanderplush, watching the ticker 
tapes going lower and lower - lower than he ever dreamed possible -, wasn't 
thinking nearly so much of getting a new car as he was of jumping out a window. 
But then, every once and awhile, things would improve a bit, the tape would go 
up for a time, and when that happened even Mr. Vahderplush might entertain a 
few dreams. 


And if he did dream, and about cars, and if Franklins happened to be his 
fancy, then this is how his dream might have gone: (this isn't Vanderplush's 
dream at all, of course. It's really mine. So at this point we'll just drop y 
the pretence and switch right into the first person singular.) 
Scene: the Franklin Salon, 1828 Broadway, New York City 


ME: (to Salesman) I have looked over the catalogs you sent me and have deci- 
ded to turn in my 1931 models on 32's, and I would like first to look at 
your new V-l12 Club Brougham. I am considering this for myself. Mr. D. Cam- 
eron Peck of Chicago tells me this car will do an honest 95 miles an hour. 


SALESMAN: Why, yes, surely sir! The Twelve will go at least that fast. 
Right over here we have the Brougham model in a dark maroon with white side 
wall tires. The interior is in a contrasting tan, with Australian wool 
broadcloth, silk window shades, velvet carpets, and polished burl walnut win- 
dow and cowl trim. The car, as you know, has a 150 horse power, super- 
charged, air-cooled, V-12 engine of 398 cubic inch displacement. It has ball 
bearing spring shackles, hydraulic shock absorbers that may be adjusted from 
the dash according to road conditions and desired ride; it has a 2-speed 
rear axle, a 28 gallon fuel tank for greater range, and a Le Baron body 
mounted on a wheelbase of 144 inches. The price on this car is $4,400., 
plus the extra equipment, freight, and taxes, of course. 


ME: I'll take it. 
SALESMAN: Yes, sir. Now is there anything else? 


ME: Yes. I would like to see something for the little woman. I had the Su- 
percharged Airman Speedster for Four in mind when I came in. 


SALESMAN: Why certainly, sir! Won't you step over here. I think we have 
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just the car, this one finished in contrasting shades of beige, with combin- 
ation Bedford cord and leather upholstery. Of course, if you prefer, we 
could order this car with either broadcloth or all leather interior. The 
carpets are of velvet and the wainscoting of burl walnut as with the Twelve. 
This car has the six-cylinder engine of 274 cubic inches which develops 100 
horse power. It has the famous Franklin full elliptic springs with ride con- 
trol adjustable from the dash. Wheelbase is 132 inches. It has free-wheel- 
ing, a built-in back-up light, and the engine is started by merely turning 
the key in the ignition lock. As you can see, the body is similar to that 
custom-built Dietrich Speedster we sold you in 1929. This style became so 
popular that we made a stock model of it in 1930, with a convertible version 
available on special order. The price is about $3,000., but other Airman 
models begin as low as $2345. FOB. Of the three series we build today, the 
Airman is the most representative of Franklin tradition, and I am sure your 
little woman - I mean your wife, would be very pleased with it. 


ME: I'll take it, too. Now, I would like also to see something for my daugh- 
ter who is entering Bryn Mawr this fall. Personally, I would prefer the Air- 
man convertible coupe, but at her age one of the new Olympic convertibles 
would be more appropriate. Do you have one in green? 


SALESMAN: I am afraid not, sir. The one here on the floor is black with a 
white top, but we do have one in our warehouse with a green body and black 
fenders. 


ME: That one will do just as well. But, tell me, what is the difference be- 
{ tween the Olympic and the Airman? 


SALESMAN: There is a great deal of difference, sir. The engines are the same, 
but otherwise they are entirely different. The Olympic body is a bought unit 
built by Hayes (he could have said, but wouldn't, that it also is used by the 
Reo Flying Cloud), and the car has a relatively short 118 inch wheelbase. It 
has only semi-elliptic springs and a comparatively plain interior. It does 
have free wheeling, and a well ins:Jated body in which the panels have been 
treated with sound deadener; heavy felt mats are used under the floor carpet- 
ing, and rubber and fibre insulation is used at all body joints. It isa 
very practical medium-size car with a ratio of one horse power to every 35 
pounds of weight, giving it sensational performance by today's standards. 
Naturally, since it costs little more than half as much, it is not to be con- 
pared to the Airman Series. Incidentally, the FOB price on this coupe is 
$1,500., while the Olympic sedan, at $1,385., is by far the lowest priced 
Franklin in my memory, and I have been selling Franklin automobiles since 


1908. 


ME: Well, it looks like a fine car. Now tell me, how much money have I spent 
so far? 


SALESMAN: Without adding it up exactly, sir, it will come to a little under 
i $10,000. Would there be anything else today, sir? 


4 


Si, 


ME: Well, I'm really surprised! It's obvious that the Franklin Co. has a ver) 
efficient production system and is in a strong competitive position. Since 
I have spent less than I had expected, I may decide to turn in our family 
car as well. You may remember it. It is a 1930 model with a town car body 
by Derham. 
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SALESMAN: Indeed I do remember it. While you are here now, may I show you 
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limousine models in both the new Twelve and the Airman Series? Then, of 
course, we also offer a wide choice of unusual, custom designs with prices 
to $8,500. When we deliver your cars to your home tomorrow, if you wish, 
I would be happy to go over the details of a special design with you and 
Mrs. ---, Mrs. - what was the name? - Vander-silt? No, no, - Vander-dust? 
No, No, no! VanderPLUSH!! - What?! 


THE BOSS: Tom! Why don't you answer me when I call? What are you doing, day- 
dreaming again? Why didn't you get the laundry when you were out this morn- 
ing as I.asked you to do! And another thing. The next time you back that 
old Franklin of yours into the garage, I wish you wouldn't put it so ciose 
to my ---. 


ME: Oh, well. Yours truly, 
zt. &. &. 
P. S. We'll get around to those custom jobs in an early issue. In the mean- 
time, take a look at the back cover to see what "Vancerplush" just 
bought! 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


WANTED: 1911 to 1921 Franklin. Send price & details to E. E. Rohr, Box 71, 
Manassas, Va. ' 


WANTED: Carburetor for 1904 cross engine rdstr., or information on same. 
Dan C. Williams, Box 2220, Dallas 1, Texas. 


FOR SALE: 1902 Rear Entrance Tonneau, cross engine, new leather, paint, tires, 
Price $2200. Albert A. Hood, 458 Franklin Ave., Wycoff, N. J. 


FOR SALE: 1929 4 dr. sedan, mechanically perfect, upholstery good but soiled, 
needs paint & some fender work. Six new tires. $200, or make offer. Chalmers 
L. Stumpf, R.F.D. 1, Royalton Rd., Stronysville, Ohio. 


FOR SALE: 1923 Demi-Seden. Original paint & upholstery. Low mileage. Sharp. 
J. P. Fleming, 1002 Chittock Ave., Jackson, Michigan. 


FOR SALE: 1928 Airman sedan, Series 12-B. 6 wire wheels, 4 new & 2 good 
tires. Repainted, motor completely overhauled, interior needs minor refinish- 
ing. Drive anywhere. $765. L. E. Humphrey, 334 Highland Ave., Meadville, Pa. 


FOR SALE: 1923 Touring, mechanically good, body fair. Fames W. Cowan, 15 Brae 
Rd., So. Deerfield, Mass. 

WANTED: Timing gear on cam shaft for 19l2 roadster. This is a cast iron gear 
with 48 helical teeth on a 6" diameter. Outside dia. is 6 4" and tooth depth 
is i:. Gear face is 11/8". The hub is offset 15/16" and bored for tapered 
shaft with key. Write Edward Hinman, RFD //1, Southbury, Conn. 


FOR SALE: Parts & Parts cars, years 1928 thru 1933. Write your needs. 
Carter's Garage, South Franklin St., Brookville, Mass. 


LEAD: 1934 Airman Supercharged 6 sedan. Tne last stand model. Good, clean, 
originel condition. Will sell only to real collector who will properly cure 


for this car. R. Byrd, Jr., 240 Chestnut Hill Rd., Chestnut Hill 67, Mass. 
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WANTED: Advertising folders, magazine ads, newspaper articles, and any other a 
literature on the Series 19 Airman of 1934. Clifford Boram, 104 Oak St., 


Maywood, Illinois. (Cliff bought the '34 Airman which was advertised in the 
last issue - Ed.) 


WANTED: 4 clincher rim Franklin wheels, 24" rim size for 33 x 4 $ tires. Will 
buy or trade five 19" wheels & rims equipped with 5 new 5:50 tires. William 
Norton, 2827 Woolsey St., Berkely 5, Calif. 


LEAD: 1930 & 1927 coupes, both in fine condition. Belong to widow of original 
owner. She is Mrs. L. H. Young, 426 N. Santa Fe, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


FOR SALE: Misc. Franklin parts. Ed Landmichl, 3826 W. 65th Place, Chicago s 
Lawn 29, Ill. é. 


FOR TRADE ONLY - 1907-08 Franklin roadster, complete except for lamps. Not 
rusted, good wheeis, motor free, ready for restoration. Phil Andrews, 4205 
Los Coches, Sacramento, Calif. 5 


LEAD: 1924 Franklin in fairly good condition - write A. F. Anderson, La Feria, 
Texas, Box 423. 


FOR SALE: 1925 sedan in fine original condition. Details to interested per- 
sons. Also have assortment of Series 10 parts. Frank Gardner, 60 Bigelow Rd., 
West Newton, Mass. 


WANTED: For 1924 (Series 10-B) Sedan; Window regulator parts, "Dura" worm 
type; ignition points for Atwater Kent type RA distributor. W. J. Frentice, 
1727 E. 35th, Baltimore 18, Md. 


WANTED: Head light support casting, hood support tube & rod, and Lion Head 
hood ornament for my 1923 10-B. Jack G. Thomas, 1207 Edna Pl., Macon, Ga. 


WANTED: For 1916 Series 8 Touring: detachable rim for 25" Houk wire wheel; 
six spokes for same wheel; left front fender; owner's manual or shop manual or 
photostatic copy; carburetor & air duct to same; speedometer driving assembly 
to mate with gear on back of transmission; tail lignt and rear license bracket. 
Also: Square section tubular bumper bar with or without brackets. Kindly 
state condition and price. Will answer all letters. W. Fenton Meredith, 

€6 Ferncliff Ave., Youngstown 12, Ohio. 


WANTED: rear end, bulb horn, vorass side lamps for C. 1908 Franklin Model H. 
Lloyd Harkins, Silver Star, Montana. 
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Three Sizes of Franklins for 1932 
The Twelve, The Airman, and The Olympic 
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